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About The Academy of Music

     
Our mission is to make the joys and 
benefits of learning music available 
to the residents of Hampton Roads, 

regardless of ability to pay.
 

The Academy of Music is Hampton Roads’ 
only independent non-profit community 
music school and is accredited by the Na-
tional Guild of Community Schools of the 
Arts. Since 1991, The Academy of Music 
has offered private and group instruction 
for instruments and voice. Our instruc-
tors are highly trained music educators and 
performers. The Academy’s offerings are 
designed for all ages and skill levels:

•	 Private Lessons
•	 Suzuki Strings and Piano Programs
•	 Preschool Music Classes
•	 Community Outreach programs,        

funded by donors, grants and partners. 

The Academy provides need-based scholar-
ships for students enrolled in private study 
who could not otherwise afford music 
lessons.  For the last few years, 1 in 3 of 
our students has received full or significant 
scholarship assistance. 

Scholarship applications are due by July 15 
of each year for review by a committee of 
the Board of Directors.  Scholarships are 
awarded for both Fall and Spring Semesters. 



Introduction to the Suzuki Method

Early Start: Suzuki students usually begin les-
sons on their instruments at a young age. 

Parental Involvement: Parents are an integral 
part of the Suzuki Method of Talent Educa-
tion. Child/ Parent/Teacher are equal members 
of the Suzuki Triangle. Parents are the “home 
teachers” and are responsible for guiding home 
practice. Teachers require parents to learn the 
basic playing skills of the instrument. Previous 
musical training is not required for parents or 
students.

Listening: Children can learn music at an early 
age, the same way they learn their mother 
tongues, by listening, imitation and positive re-
inforcement. Listening to the Suzuki repertoire 
is an essential learning tool.

Repertoire: The Suzuki repertoire was carefully 
chosen to teach technique within the context 
of folk and classical music. All students learn 
the same pieces in the same order. This allows 
children of all levels to play together in groups. 
This motivates the younger children and al-
lows the more advanced children to act as role 
models and leaders. Memorization and mastery 
of skills, reinforced by continuous review of the 
repertoire, are required for advancement.

Weekly Lessons: At weekly lessons each child 
receives individual attention and instruction on 
position, new techniques, musicianship, playing 
and listening.

Reading: Just as children learn to read after 
they learn to speak, Suzuki students learn to 
read music once they have internalized basic 
posture, techniques, tone and intonation.

Performance: Confidence is gained through 
frequent performances in groups and as solo-
ists. 

Visit www.suzukiassociation.org for more 
information about The Suzuki Method.

Our Instructor

Liuba Pupo-Ortega 

Ms. Pupo earned two music degrees in Cuba, 
followed by a Bachelor of Music in Piano 
Performance and a Master of Music in Music 
Education from the Puerto Rico Conserva-
tory of Music.

She has twenty years of teaching experience 
and has performed and accompanied exten-
sively in Cuba and Puerto Rico.

Ms. Pupo has completed Suzuki Book 1 
training, and will start students on piano 
beginning at age 4.  She speaks both English 
and Spanish.

Come Join us!

The Suzuki Piano program includes 
weekly 30 or 45 minute lessons at 

Royster Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
Norfolk and group classes approximately every 

other week.

Students may normally begin at age 4, but 
please consult the instructor.

Suzuki Program Tuition 
(per 18 week semester)

30 min.  $592      45 min.  $808     

**Discount of $20 for each additional family 
member. 

Register online (aomva.org) or call the office 
for more information.


